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examples and immoral maxims which the proximity
of other colonies had begun to spread in Louisiana;
but among the Illinois, at least, the missionaries
checked the progress of these. Many thoroughly
temperate people were seen there, in spite of the crowd
of drunkards, among those who were perverting the
savages by the brandy which they furnished to them.
There were many others who preferred to deprive
themselves of the most necessary provisions rather
than to engage in so pernicious a traffic. There
were, it is true, some heads of families who greatly
neglected the care of their children and of their
slaves; but there were also many others who them-
selves gave to these, or procured for them, the
necessary instructions, and who knew how to keep
them within the bounds of duty. There were
Christians who seemed to have forgotten the precepts
of fasting and abstinence, of communion and confes-
sion, and even the obligation to attend mass; but
others, in great numbers, were very faithful to these
duties and frequented the sacraments. How many
curés there are in France with whose work people
are content when they can gather like fruits!

As for the mission of the Illinois savages, the
word of God was not announced there, also, without
result. Despite the inconstancy of this people, the
religion that was long ago established there has
been preserved up to the present, the superstition
called jugglery having been almost destroyed. Even
the unbelievers were zealous in having their children
baptized; many neophytes, judged worthy of the
communion, did not dishonor, by their conduct, the
opinion that had been formed of them; and many
resisted the passion, so strong among these tribes,



